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DADAAB REFUGEE CAMPS, KENYA 

UNHCR BI-WEEKLY UPDATE 
1 - 15 October 2015 

HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                      

Peace Race in Dadaab 

 On 12th October, the world marathon champion Tegla Loroupe visited Dadaab refugee camps 
and met refugee athletes’ representatives in preparation for launching selection process of 
athletes for a training camp. Following her visit, best 50 female and male young refugee athletes 
from different nationalities competed in a race on 13th October. Girls were competing in a 5km 
race whilst as boys competed in a 10km race.  

The girls race was won by an Ethiopians refugee girl followed by two South Sudanese on the 
second and third positions. The boys race was also won by an Ethiopian followed by two Somali 
refugees on the second and third position  s. 

The Peace Race was part of Tegla Loroupe Peace Foundation initiative in partnership with UNHCR 
Kenya to support the refugee athletes from the camps. The selected winners will join their 
colleagues in camping in Nairobi. They will undergo training sessions and will be given chances to 
participate in various marathon competitions. Best athletes will be selected to participate in the 
2016 Olympic Games in Rio in Brazil.   

  

SIM cards distribution for new food vouchers project 

 On 5th October, WFP and UNHCR jointly embarked on the exercise of equipping all refugee 
households with Safaricom SIM cards. A total of 75,327 households out of a target of 78,003 
households were successfully equipped 
with SIM. The SIM equipping exercise was 
conducted simultaneously with food 
distribution activities across all food 
distribution centers. The aim of this 
exercise was to prepare for the launch of 
Bamba Chakula Food Vouchers in Dadaab 
camps in November where 10% of cereals 
for each household will be converted into 
food vouchers. Bamba Chakula is a form 
of restricted cash transfer. The money is 
sent through a mobile phone and can 
only be redeemed for food.  
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12-year-old, Anyaro won the girls race and 30-year-old, Okugny won the boys race. 

A refugee collection his food rations at the food distribution 
point in Ifo camp of Dadaab. 
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UPDATES                                                                                                      
 

Security 

 On 12th October, an NGO Windle Trust Kenya (WTK) vehicle travelling without police escort was stopped on the road 
between Dadaab town and Hagadera camp reportedly by five unidentified men, at least one was armed with AK-47.  
The attackers abducted a female local staff member of the NGO. The vehicle was not taken, the driver was not 
injured and was not taken as well. On 16th October, police reported that the abducted WTK staff member was 
rescued by Kenyan Defence Forces (KDF) and Somali National Army (SNA) 15km inside Somalia. Reportedly one 
officer was injured, one of the abductors was killed and the others four escaped. The rescued woman was airlifted 
to Nairobi the same day. 

The abduction incident corroborates the existent high level threat of kidnapping and hostage-taking. UNHCR 
reasserted the adherence to continuation providing necessary security support to agencies and emphasised the 
criticality for all stakeholders to comply with existing security procedures and protocols.     

 Protection  

Registration 

 During the reporting period, a total of 109 new born babies were registered, 18 of whom were assigned in-situ 
(birth) status. In addition, 16 New Arrival / unregistered refugees were registered in UNHCR database after 
presenting DRA referral slips.    

Child Protection 

 The Child Protection Working Group (CPWG) meeting 
was held on 7th October. The participants reviewed 
the findings and recommendations for follow-up of 
the 2014 Child Labour Rapid-Assessment.  

Poverty, child neglect and abuse at the home level 
were cited as some of the key contributors to child 
labour, with unaccompanied minors and separated 
children, orphans and child mothers noted as the 
most-at-risk to exploitation.  

The main suggestions from the meeting were 
included advocacy and capacity building on child 
rights, as well as strengthening linkages between 
caregivers, market traders, school teachers and 
relevant government authorities.   

 

Arrest, Detention and Freedom of Movement 

 During the first half of October, 21 persons of concern comprising 17 men and four women were arrested and 
arraigned in court to answer charges of unlawful presence in the country. UNHCR has supported Refugee 
Consortium of Kenya (RCK) to provide legal representation for the individuals in police custody as well as those 
brought before the courts in Garissa and Dadaab. While it’s a challenge for refugees to be supported to secure 
individual bond in court, the individuals are looking for alternatives to providing security so as to benefit from bail 
bonds. To this end, UNHCR in collaboration with RCK visited Garissa detention centers on 9th October with the aim 
of providing legal aid counselling as well as monitoring the conditions of detention centers in Garissa.  
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Population as of 1 October 2015:   349,481 

                                

 
                               Refugees:  346,248 
                               Asylum seekers:  3,233 

A refugee child from Dadaab camps. 
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 180 persons of concern are in the prison centers in Garissa comprising of 110 refugee convicts, among them are 
four women. Another 70 individuals are in remand detention pending the finalization of their cases in court, among 
them are three women. Three individuals have been diagnosed with Tuberculosis but their treatment are ongoing. 
Additionally, one individual is disabled and receiving sufficient support.   

 During the period, 23 refugees among them two children were relocated from Garissa to Dadaab where they were 
received by the DRA and UNHCR. The individuals were integrated with their family members in the camps. 

Individual Case Management 

 During the reporting period, in total 150 individuals from the five Dadaab camps benefited from protection 
counselling. Among the services provided included Resettlement and RSD inquiries, family reunification, requests 
for relocation to Kakuma, physical safety and legal support for SGBV and child protection, camp transfers and NFI 
and shelter requests. The cases were assessed and necessary interventions made and/or referred for appropriate 
assistance. 

Basic Needs and Services for Persons with Specific Needs 

 On 13th October, UNHCR distributed sanitary wear and soap to 45 women and girls was conducted in the detention 
centers and at the children center. The distribution targeted mainly vulnerable refugees. 45 pieces of pants, 45 
pieces of soap and 45 pieces of pads were distributed. 

 Education 

 During the reporting period, a mentorship talks were held in the primary schools where 2,900 girls were reached 
from the camps. The aim of the initiative was to motivate young girls to embrace learning. 

 While Pre-Mocks in the primary schools were successfully completed in preparation of the primary candidates 
ahead of the November Kenya Certificate of Primary Education (KCPE), 22 learners were affected due to the 
National Teacher’s strikes. However, the students managed to travel on Tuesday 6th October for their lessons in 
Kisumu County. In the same note, Secondary Schools Exams (KCSE) comprising 1240 refugee learners began in 
earnest.  

 The Kenya National Examination for secondary school 
candidates all over the country commenced on 13th 
October. The form four students across the camps sat 
for their final secondary school exams i.e. Kenya 
Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) which will 
end on 4th November 2015. 

 On 14th October, learning stalled in all the primary 
schools at both Hagadera and Kambioos camps 
because of the delayed payment of September salary. 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) as the focal agency 
for education in the two camps and the community 
teachers formed an interim committee to open up 

discussions and resolve the matter. The teachers 
agreed to resume their duties. 

 Health 

 During the reporting period, plans were underway in preparing mitigation measures for the expected El Nino rains. 
Health partners continued to plan for adequate medical stocks, nutritional commodities and food. There were 
discussions on putting in place measures to protect medical facilities in low-lying areas from flooding using sand 
barriers and trenches. Health partners continued to prepare for any outbreak of diseases like, diarrhea, cholera, 
shigellosis and skin infections that may be caused by the expected floods. 

 More than 100 patients benefited from the visit of the psychiatrist from 28 September to 2nd October within the 
framework of the reverse referrals. 
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School children from Hagadera camp of Dadaab. 
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  Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

 Reactivation of the community Emergency Response Team was done where representatives from all the sections 
and partners met and deliberated on the mitigation measures for the anticipated El-Nino rains. The community ERT 
have requested to be supported with tools such, spades, torches, gum boots, water buckets, umbrella and sand 
bags to rescue the affected families in the event of flooding. 

 On 15th October, DRA and UNHCR convened a meeting with the South Sudanese community in Ifo 2 camp to 
prepare for the elections of leaders for two residential Blocks. Four male and four female candidates were 
nominated to stand for the positions for the polls scheduled for 21st October. This has been necessitated following 
wrangles over leadership and representation within the community. 

 

 Durable Solutions 

Resettlement 

 During the reporting period, a total of 20 cases comprising of 60 individuals underwent resettlement case 
composition interviews. 11 cases comprising of 46 individuals were interviewed for resettlement processing and 
possible onward submission to resettlement countries. 

During the second half of the month, three new-born babies were added on to cases already submitted for 
resettlement to US. A total of 124 individuals departed Dadaab for onward resettlement to United Kingdom, United 
States of America and Sweden. 

The Resettlement Support Center (RSC) Africa which arrived in Dadaab on 9th October is ongoing with the scheduled 
interviews of 786 cases comprising 2047 individuals in the United States Refugee Admission Program (USRAP). The 
circuit ride is scheduled to run through to 16th December 2015. 

Voluntary Repatriation 

 During the first half of October, 344 returnees were assisted to return by flight to Mogadishu while 305 individuals 
returned by road convoy, in total the number of returnees supported during this period are 649 persons. The total 
number of returnees assisted under the voluntary return process stood at 5,285 as of 15th October (3,874 by road 
and 1,411 by flight). 

During the reporting period, 102 households comprising of 521 individuals have visited the integrated return help 
desks to register their intention for return or 
make enquiries about the process. The 
integrated return help desks are managed by 
UNHCR, DRA and NRC. 

 A discussion forum was held on the 15th 
October with all partners having operational 
role at the integrated return help desk in all 
the five camps.  

The key issues deliberated on included; 
improving coordination and information 
sharing, lessons learnt at return help desk 
operations, challenges and 
recommendations. It was agreed that such 
discussions will continuously be held as a 

monthly coordination forum. 

  

Contacts:  

UNHCR Dadaab External Relations Unit, kendapi@unhcr.org  facebook.com/unhcrkenya           

twitter.com/UNHCR_Kenya         

twitter.com/AhmedBaba_Fall 
Web portal on Somali Displacement:  

http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php    
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After living in exile for years in Kenya’s Dadaab refugee camp, Somali refugees 

board a plane that will take them home to Mogadishu, Somalia. 

http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php

